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Welcome to the Digital Humanities! 

In the digital humanities program, you will enhance your digital literacy skills and learn how to 

effectively communicate with a wide range of audiences using a variety of digital tools and platforms. 

Mission Statement. 

The mission of the digital humanities program at Concordia University Ann Arbor is to foster inter-

disciplinary knowledge through the analysis and creation of digital texts, promote life-long learning, and 

equip students with the technological skills required for the global job market. 

Admission and Application Process. 

 All students applying for admission to the program must have:  
o Overall GPA of 3.0 

 And must submit the following:  
o Online application 
o All undergraduate transcripts 
o Two letters of recommendation 
o One-page statement of purpose 

 Once applications are complete, students will then be asked to submit their application 
documents to complete their files. This can be done by:  

o Uploading the documents directly to their application portal 
o E-mailing them to the admissions office 
o Sending them via mail 

 Students MUST have their official transcripts sent directly from the issuing institution – they 
cannot come from the student directly. 

 Once all documents are on file, admissions will send the files over to the program director for 
final review. 

 Once the program director has approved the student for admission into the program, 
admissions will process the student’s acceptance and notify the student via e-mail. 

Admission into the MBA/Multimedia & Communications Concentration.

Students interested in studying business and honing their digital skills, can also explore an MBA degree 
with a concentration in multimedia and communications.  In this program, students take the MBA 
common curriculum and 12 hours of digital humanities coursework.  Please see the MBA web page for 
further information. 

Transfer Credits. 

Students, who have earned graduate credits at a different institution or in a different CUWAA graduate 

program, may transfer up to 6 academic credits of work (up to 15 credits may be transferred beginning 

July 1, 2022).  All transfer work is at the discretion of the program director. 

Program Learning Outcomes. 
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1). Read, evaluate, and create digital and print texts through a Christ-centered lens 

2). Create texts to engage in deliberate dialogue, even when there might be divergent views 

3). Apply interdisciplinary methodologies in professional contexts 

4). Use effective independent conceptual thinking and research skills relevant to the field 

5). Evaluate and design digital projects and tools for communication, product development and long-

term preservation of digital texts 

6). Produce and analyze humanities-based data from multimodal sources (qualitative and/or 

quantitative) 

Curriculum. 

Required Courses 

DH 500 Digital Humanities by Design: This course provides students an overview of the digital 

humanities.  Students will begin to use digital artifacts to research and explore current and on-going 

conversations in the field, including the archiving and digitizing of artifacts.  A variety of digital tools will 

be used to effectively communicate with an audience and explore ethical, religious, political, historical, 

and cultural topics.  3 credits. 

DH 510 Textual Criticism and Rhetoric: This course is an introduction to important textual theories in 
the field of the digital humanities and rhetoric.  Students will hone their close reading skills, applying 
rhetorical theories developed by ancient and contemporary rhetoricians to analyze and create social 
media and digital art.   

DH 520 Creating and Using Digital Tools: Students will hone their abilities to create digital art, media, 
and scholarship, using current software and other digital tools.  The course will introduce algorithms, 
data structures, and other programming concepts.  3 credits. 

DH 530 Geospatial Humanities: This course will familiarize students with geographic information system 
(GIS) mapping and other visual spatial analysis tools.  Students will work with open-source software in 
order familiarize themselves with data acquisition, geo-processing, data visualization, and web mapping. 
3 hrs. 

DH 540 Research in the Digital Humanities: Students will begin explore, discuss, design and conduct 
ethnographic qualitative, quantitative, and mixed method-based research about ethical, literary, 
religious, political, and historical topics.  Other topics covered include ethical and fair use policies and 
Institutional Review Board (IRB) policies.  Students will also learn how to present their research findings 
through a variety of digital platforms.  3 credits. 

DH 550 Archival Research: Building off DH 540 (Research in the Digital Humanities), students will learn 
best practices for locating, organizing, and disseminating archives to a variety of audiences.  Students 
will also learn how to use current archival software systems.  3 credits. 

DH 590 Topics in the Digital Humanities: This course will focus on special topics in the digital 
humanities.  It may be repeated, provided the topics are different.  3 credits. 
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Practicum Concentration 

DH 590 Special Topics in Digital Humanities. This course will focus on special topics in the digital 
humanities.  It may be repeated, provided the topics are different.  3 credits. 

DH 590 Special Topics in Digital Humanities. This course will focus on special topics in the digital 
humanities.  It may be repeated, provided the topics are different.  3 credits. 

DH 600 Practicum. The practicum consists of supervised work in a variety of areas such as digital 
archiving, digital pedagogy, web research and design, art curator, library studies, etc.  The topic of the 
internship is determined in conjunction with the responsible faculty, the on-site supervisor, and the 
student.  Students are responsible for completing weekly analyses in which they connect their 
practicums to relevant course content and creating a final research project due at the end of the eight-
week session.  They are also required to document 75 hours of supervised work in order to meet the 
course requirements.  3 credits. 

Thesis Concentration 

DH 590 Topics in the Digital Humanities: This course will focus on special topics in the digital 
humanities.  It may be repeated, provided the topics are different.  3 credits. 

DH 610 Thesis I: Proposal and Literature Review: This course is the first in a two-course sequence for 
students who wish to write a thesis.  Students will prepare a proposal for their thesis.  Once the 
proposal is approved by the advisor, students will write the literature review in a traditional paper or 
digital format.  This course is a pre-requisite for DH 620 Thesis II.  3 credits.  

DH 620 Thesis II: Writing and Defense: This course is the second part in a two-course sequence required 
for students who wish to write a thesis.  Students will develop the remaining sections of their thesis 
based on the proposal and literature review created in DH 610 (Thesis I).  In addition, students are 
required to present their work (paper or multimodal composition) before the end of the semester in 
which DH 620 (Thesis II) is taken.  Depending on a students’ geographical location, the defense may be 
presented in person or via an online modality.  3 credits. 

Practicum Requirements. 

The practicum is a three-credit course that can either be completed in an eight-week or sixteen-week 
session. 

Before delving into the practicum, a student is required to create a project proposal, which specifies the 
following. 

 Name of the project 

 Digital tools used to create or complete the project 

 Means for dissemination 
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Once the proposal is complete, the student will meet with the practicum supervisor (most likely his/her 
boss) and course instructor to discuss the proposal and devise a plan to proceed with the project.  
Signatures from all three parties are required. 

Once the student begins the practicum, s/he must document 75 hours of supervised work in order to 
meet the requirements of the practicum.  S/he must also submit weekly reflections through Blackboard.  
These reflections will keep the student focused on his/her work and keep the instructor apprised of any 
issues, concerns, accomplishments, etc. throughout the practicum. 

Once the student completes his/her practicum, his/her work should be shared with an outside audience.  
Dissemination will be agreed upon by the student, supervisor, and instructor and may vary, depending 
on the project.  The following rubric will be used to assess the final project.  In order to pass DH 600, all 
areas of assessment must be acceptable or excelling. 

Developing Acceptable Excelling

Was the project 
completed in a timely 
fashion? 

Does the project 
contribute to an on-
going conversation in 
the field of study?

Does the project 
expand to existing 
knowledge in the 
field?

Thesis Requirements. 

The thesis is divided into two three-credit courses.  These courses can be completed in either two eight-
week or two sixteen-week sessions. 

In DH 610 (Thesis I) a student will write a proposal for his/her thesis.  The proposal will include the 
following. 

 Background and rationale of the thesis 
o Background information on the topic or subject area 
o A summary of the key conversations about the topic (this will serve a stepping stone 

into the literature review) 

 Research question(s) 

 Research methodology, including any digital tools used and/or created 

 Working bibliography 

Once the proposal is complete, the student will meet with his/her chair and discuss the proposal.  Once 
approved, the student will begin writing his/her literature review. 
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The literature review will be 10-15 pages double-spaced, Times New Roman font, and include at least 20 
scholarly peer-reviewed sources.  For students creating a digital thesis, they must meet this page 
requirement before they upload the content into a digital format.  Below is the rubric that will be used 
to assess the literature review.  In order to successfully complete DH 610, all areas of assessment must 
be acceptable or excelling. 

Developing Acceptable Excelling

Development Text is missing key 
components of 
literature review (e.g. 
introduction, body, 
conclusion) 

Review does not contain 
synthesis or analysis 

Text contains all key 
components of a 
literature review 

Synthesis and analysis 
are attempted by may 
be underdeveloped or 
drift into summary in 
sections 

Text is well-developed 
and provides the 
audience with a thorough 
understanding of the 
topic and scholarly 
conversations 

Well-developed and 
clearly articulated 
synthesis and analysis 
throughout 

Style & 
Organization 

Text is poorly organized

Text does not use 
transitions 

Text does not consider 
audience 

Text is appropriately 
organized 

Text uses transitions to 
guide audience 

Text may lack audience 
awareness in some 
area 

Text is well organized.

Text uses single and 
phrasal transitions 
throughout the essay to 
demonstrate unity and 
cohesion 

Text is composed for an 
audience of educated 
adults and considers 
their background 
knowledge 

Documentation Literature review is not 
composed in standard 
APA or MLA 
documentation

APA or MLA 
documentation but 
may have small errors 
in-text and in reference 
page/works cited page

APA or MLA 
documentation is correct 

Grammar, Spelling 
& Mechanics 

More than 20 errors 10-15 errors Less than 10 errors

A student must complete the literature review and receive a grade in DH 610 before s/he begins DH 620 
(Thesis II).  In DH 620, the student will complete the writing or designing portion of the thesis.  Final 
submissions will vary, depending on the topic and nature of the project.  Digital projects such as web 
pages, pod casts, blogs, etc. are encourage for this portion of the thesis.   
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Once the written or design portion is complete, the student will work with his/her chair to schedule a 
defense.   

At the defense, the chair and two additional members of the digital humanities faculty will listen to the 
presentation and offer the student constructive feedback.  The two outside members do NOT decide 
whether or not the student passes the thesis.  The process is simply a means of engaging in scholarly 
conversation and publicly disseminating research.  Faculty should receive a copy of the thesis or project 
one week before the defense, so they may review the work and craft questions for the defense.  The 
defense should last no more than one hour. 

The rubric below will be used to assess both the written/creative piece and the defense.  In order to 
successfully complete DH 620, all areas of assessment must be acceptable of excelling. 

Category Developing Acceptable Excelling

Thesis/Argument

Has the thesis candidate effectively made 
the case for the overall argument of the 
thesis? Does the literature review, 
method of study, and discussion all 
contribute to the effectiveness of the 
overall argument? 

Innovation

Has the thesis writer effectively made the 
case that the thesis project contributes 
new knowledge or expands existing 
knowledge to the discipline of study? 

If applicable, is the digital format of text is 
innovative and contribute to the thesis 
project via use of effective software 
design, web design, etc.?   

Is the digital format rhetorically 
appropriate given the intended audience? 

Oral Articulation

Has the thesis candidate summed up the 
project effectively, coherently, and 
convincingly to make a case for his or her 
point of view? 

Relationship to the Discipline of Study
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Has the thesis candidate situated the 
project within the larger discipline of 
study?  

Does the project demonstrate an overall 
base of knowledge learned from the DH 
program? 


